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Next year marks our 40th Anniversary.
The Society was founded in response
to the desire in the 1960s to sweep
away anything old and decaying and
replace it with something bright, clean
and new. Southwell was not immune
to this process; Sunnyside was
condemned and scheduled for
demolition, and old cottages were
pulled down to create the new market
square and the bland H blocks.
Parking was considered difficult and
plans were drawn up to extend the old
Co-op car park by demolishing the
whole of Sheppards Row through to
the Wheatsheaf. The Society's
inaugural meeting was convened on
16th July 1971 attended by a young
Barry Austen and an even younger
Martin Duffy. Thanks to their foresight
and the many other enthusiastic
members that followed we now have a
membership of almost two hundred.
We continue to work to make
Southwell a rewarding place to live
and to this end the campaign to
ensure a sensitive use for the former
Minster School site is continuing on
many fronts. We are working closely
with the Southwell Heritage Trust, the
Local History Society, and the
Southwell Community Archaeology
Group. We have had face-to-face
meetings with senior planners at
NSDC who are fully aware of our
concerns. The latest planning
application for the site, which we
expect to be determined in the next
two months, has met most of our
previous objections, most significantly
the creation of a strip of land free from
development linking Church Street
with the old school playing fields.
Underlying this strip are buried
significant parts of the Roman villa.
However, the publication of the
Archaeological Evaluation has
revealed extensive remains of national

significance in the rest of the site.
We have therefore objected to any
development until a full
understanding of the whole of the
site can be assessed.
We have several projects in hand.
We have agreed with the Town
Council that we will undertake to
replace the milestone outside the
Saracen's Head. Peter Cartwright
has prepared a drawing of the
original inscription. Throughout
the UK there has been increasing
concern over the proliferation of
"street clutter". Civic Voice, the
successor to the Civic Trust, has
launched a nationwide "Street
Pride" campaign. A group has
been set up under the leadership
of Peter Scorer to survey the town
and document any unnecessary
street furniture and signage. Our
website was launched in the
summer of 2006 and such is the
pace of change in the World Wide
Web our site is beginning to look
dated and staid. We are in the
process of upgrading the site to
make it more accessible to
members, and present to the
world a more dynamic and
friendly image.
The District Council has
completed its Submission Core
Strategy which will be part of the
Local Development Framework
(LDF) which includes the Strategic
Housing Land Availability
Assessment (SHLAA). The
Submission Core Strategy has
now been submitted to the
Secretary of State to ensure it
meets planning legislation. We
await the Independent Planning
Inspector's report. We made
extensive submissions to this
process and hope that many of
the amendments incorporated in
the final version were to some
extent due in part to the Society's
and individual members'

comments. The draft proposal
suggested that between 390 and
800 new dwellings could be
required. However the final
recommendation is that the total
housing requirement for Southwell
for the period 2006 to 2026 is 425
dwellings of which 131 have
already been built or have
planning permission. Exactly
where all the houses are to be
built has yet to be determined.
We welcome the Rt Revd Paul
Butler to the town. It has been our
custom to appoint the current
Bishop as our President. Bishop
Paul has generously agreed to
continue this tradition and we
welcome him to the Society.
The average age of the
membership has steadily
increased over the last four
decades. In an effort to stimulate
the younger generation and their
parents to appreciate the varied
and interesting buildings in the
town we have held, in conjunction
with Lowes Wong School, a very
successful prize quiz. We would
ask you all to encourage new and
younger blood into the Society.

The milestone outside the
Saracen's Head can be seen just
to the left of the archway

STREET PRIDE

OUR NEW CELL 3

Street Pride is Civic Voice's
national campaign supporting
local action to help rid our streets
of unnecessary clutter. The aim is
to gather evidence to support a
national call for action to create
more streets we can be proud of.

One of the most exciting and
worthwhile activities of the Civic
Society this year was the quiz
compiled by Alan Joyce and
Barbara Masters for the Year 6
children at Lowes Wong School.
The subject of the quiz was the
built environment and historic
associations around Southwell.

Southwell Civic Society has joined
this campaign and Peter Scorer is
co-ordinating the Society's
involvement. Members have
formed teams of observers to
carry out surveys of the street
ciutter in Southwell and the results
are now being analysed.
Street Pride is focused on the four
most widespread sources of street
clutter: bollards; signs; posts
(including lamp posts and traffic
lights) and guard rails. Street
Pride builds on the excellent
initiatives already undertaken by a
number of other civic societies.
By joining the Street Pride
campaign our Society is trying to
make a difference by reducing
street clutter locally, and by
working with Civic Voice we can
help a national effort which could
make places more attractive,
enjoyable and distinctive.

A corner of Cell 3 showing the old
fittings of a bed and a lavatory
The Society's photographic
archive, in Cell 3 of the Old
Courthouse on the Burgage, is
about to move into a new room
that has been allocated for the
exclusive use of the Society. This
means that we will have more
space to display some of our
interesting collection. The archive
will re-open in a few weeks' time,
after re-decoration which has
been funded by the Society using
local companies.
The new room will encourage
more people to visit the archive
and benefit from our unique
collection which is still receiving
photographs that local people find
tucked away when spring
cleaning or when having a
general clear out.

Example in Southwell of a sign on
a pole close to a lamp post. Why
not fix the sign on the lamp post
and dispense with the pole?

CONTRIBUTORS
Norma Blarney
Peter Kent
Bar Masters

SCHOOL QUIZ

We must once again thank
Southwell Town Council for
allowing us to use the room,
which we feel is a unique feature,
evoking interest in our town's
history. Our new room is slightly
bigger and some of the old cell
fixtures and fittings remain, giving
it an aura of the past and making
it far more interesting.
We look forward to having more
visitors in the near future. We will
announce the date of our
completion on our website and
through the local newspaper.
Please, keep looking for old
photographs and donate them to
help expand the collection.

The objective was to encourage
the children to look around in the
town and be more aware of the
buildings and history of where
they lived. The head teacher and
staff were happy to co-operate,
and you may have seen the
children around the town with their
clipboards earlier this year.
Sifting through the finished
booklets, which were of a high
standard, to find four winners of
each of the four classes was quite
a challenge. The judges had a
mammoth task making their final
decision before awarding book
tokens to the following children:Emily Richmond
Liberty Barnes
Caitlin Sweeney
Laura Norsworthy
Tabby Morgan
Olivia Greaves
James Murray
Alex Robinson & Maria Dunkley
Lydia Mead
Behram Khan
Maisie Cutts
Andrew Thornton
Gemma Lannon
Jessica Redgate
George Beckett
Thorn as Turner

One of the drawings of buildings
made by one of the Year 6
children from Lowes Wong School

SOCIAL EVENTS

FORMER MINSTER SCHOOL SITE

Due entirely to the energetic work
put in by Barry Austen we have
had another series of enjoyable
meetings and outings. This year
we started off with an interesting
talk by Valerie Hempstock on the
role of Nottinghamshire Women
during the Civil War. This talk was
deservedly well attended.

After many months of waiting
there is now something new to
report, but there will be still
several more months to wait
before we shall know what is to
happen on the site.

In June a considerable number of
people enjoyed an accompanied
walk round the area of the Potwell
Dyke Grasslands being expertly
informed about the flora and fauna
to be found in this very accessible
area. We are very grateful to Tony
and Jean Morris and Mary West of
the Potwell Dyke Grasslands
Action Group for giving us their
time and expertise.

Members on the Potweil Dyke
Grasslands walk in June
Also in June a number of our
members enjoyed an illuminating
visit to Clyde House and also to
Sherwood House on Westgate.
The programme was rounded off
by a very enjoyable visit to the
wonderful Haddon Hall in
Derbyshire, the home of the
Manners family, described as "the
most perfect house to survive
from the middle ages".

Some of our members being given
a guided tour during the visit to
Haddon Hall in Derbyshire

The latest archaeological
evaluation by Pre-Construct
Archaeological Services (PCA)
was eventually published and its
findings were presented to us by
Notts CC Senior Archaeological
Officer, Ursilla Spence, on 15th
May 2010. Ursilla is acting as the
District Council's expert
archaeological adviser on this site
so her opinion is critical.
A considerable amount of
previously unknown archaeology
had been revealed but had raised
as many questions as it had
answered. Earlier excavations to
the west of the site had revealed
what appeared to be three wings
of a Roman villa built in at least
four phases. The latest excavation
found no evidence of pre-Roman
development but revealed a
massive red sandstone block wall
built in an earlier Roman ditch and
with associated timber posts,
carbon dated to the first century.
At the base of the wall two column
capitals or bases were found.
There were Roman buildings
across the whole site, all in
approximately the same alignment
as the block wall and the villa, and
an extensive layer of waterproof
lime putty towards Potwell Dyke.
Whatever the explanation for the
block wall and other Roman
remains, whether a temple, high
status villa with water feature or a
triumphal arch celebrating the
securing of the Fosseway frontier,
it would appear as though Roman
Southwell was a much more
important place than was
previously thought.
The evidence of post-Roman
activity was equally ambiguous. A
considerable number of medieval
graves had been found during
earlier excavations to the west of
the block wall. The latest
excavations revealed five similar
east-west orientated, presumably
Christian, burials to the east of the

wall. These were dated to the
eighth century and indicated the
presence of a more extensive
medieval cemetery much further
from the Minster than would be
expected if that had been built on
the site of an existing Saxon
church. Was there an earlier
church closer to Potwell Dyke?
Had the site been in continuous
use since Roman times or had it
been abandoned from the fourth
until the eighth century? To the
north, nearer Church Street, there
was evidence of later activity
including post holes that could be
the remains of Beckingham
Prebend. There is still an
opportunity to answer these
questions by further excavation.
We received details of a revised
planning application in July, and
following a public meeting called
by Southwell Town Council on
28th July we wrote objecting to the
application. The main reason for
our objection was contravention of
planning policies; in particular
Local Planning Policy C22
(Scheduled Ancient Monuments
and Archaeological Sites of Major
Local Importance) which states
that: "Planning permission will not
be granted for development which
would destroy or detrimentally
affect Scheduled Ancient
Monuments and their setting. In
addition, planning permission will
not normally be granted for
development which would
adversely affect archaeological
sites of major local importance."
Other reasons for our objection
included inadequate attention to
detail in the plans submitted. In
our letter we asked for a full
archaeological excavation of the
whole site before any proposals
were considered.
The original target date for
determination of the latest
application was early October but
we understand that it is not
included on the agenda for the
District Council Planning
Committee's October meeting and
is now unlikely to be considered
before December 2010. It also
appears as though no written
recommendation has to date been
received from Ursilla Spence.

PLANNING SECRETARY'S REPORT
Betty Arundel
During this past year we have
been consulted on 118 Planning
Applications of various kinds: new
build, extensions, alterations,
disabled adaptations, changes of
use, new signage, etc.
Applications to build houses on
the former Minster School site on
Church Street have been ongoing
since 2008. We have maintained
strong opposition to the
applications. The most recent
proposals contain thirty-one
houses. More details of the
Church Street site are on the
previous page.
We were pleased to support the
application to replace the timber
glazing on the Southwell
Methodist Church due to rotting
and splitting as a result of poor
quality at installation and design
aspects. It was proposed to
change from wood to coated
aluminium but to retain the image
and colouring as before.
Southwell Methodist Church is a
Listed Building but the application
proposals relate only to the 1996
extension. This application was
approved by the Council.
We approved the change of use
from A1 retail use to A3 cafe and
new shop front at 4 Market Place
now called The Old Theatre Deli the former Wendels' shop.
We objected to an application for
a change of use of agricultural
land to menage in Crink Lane. We
objected to this subtle creeping
urbanization and the impact on
the network of footpaths. The use
of rubber chippings (old tyres) for
the surfacing of the menage would
be particularly harmful in this
respect. This application was
retrospective. However, the
District Council granted approval.
The application for a natural green
burial site on Cundy Hill,
Westhorpe, proved contentious.
Although we were sympathetic in
principle to the concept we were
concerned about the safety of
persons and vehicles using the
narrow lane. The entrance to the

The field on Cundy Hill that is the location of the planning application by
Southwell Chanties for the Poor and Sick Poor for a proposed natural
burial ground

site is in a hollow. Drivers
approaching the entrance from
either side would have a very
limited view and there could be a
risk of accidents. During funerals,
cars could be parked along the
narrow lane due to the lack of
sufficient parking on site. The
proposed development would
entirely change the character of
Cundy Hill and would be in conflict
with District Council Policy NE7
which seeks to "Protect the
countryside for its own sake".
There was an application to build
a large two-storey extension to the
rear of The Old Vicarage Boutique
Hotel in Westgate. The size,
position and design of this
extension would be entirely out of
keeping with the existing building
and would harm the character of
the Conservation Area. Our
planning committee thought that
the extension would cause
intrusion and loss of privacy to the
occupants of neighbouring houses
in Trinity Road.
An application was submitted for
Platts Orchard, 39 Church Street,
for four two-storey houses with
garages. We objected to these
proposals - we were concerned

that this development would harm
the character and appearance of
this Conservation Area, contrary
to planning policy guidance. The
District Council refused this
application for the reasons we
stated - the harm to the
Conservation Area and the loss of
views. This land is close to the
Roman villa site with the likelihood
of archaeological remains.
Opposite the bottom of Burgage
Lane, is a grassy area which is
used to access Greet Park Close.
It was proposed to build a
bungalow on this piece of land
thereby reducing the present
access to a narrow alleyway in
place of this attractive public
amenity. We pointed out to the
District Council that it is such a
pleasant area that the Reverend
John Thomas Beecher Heritage
Trail takes advantage of this
attractive space when directing
walkers, visitors and tourists to
the Southwell Workhouse. Indeed,
the District Council said that the
development of this site would be
detrimental to the street scene,
and that it forms an important part
of the character of this area of the
town of Southwell and refused
planning permission.

