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Save our \illa

What next?

Heritage before houses

In our newsletter a year ago we complimented the Minster School on their magnificent new building. In July
the Chairman was privileged to represent the Society at the official opening by Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex.
The Governors have now sold the redundant Church Street site to Kean Developments who presented their
scheme to the Society prior to submitting planning permission. They have applied for thirty seven dwellings
both apartments and houses. We have objected most strongly to these inappropriate proposals not only in
respect of the effect on the remains of the Roman Villa but also in respect of the developments in relation to
the Minster, the Archbishops Palace, The Residence, the green wedge and the town in general. The Society has been co-ordinating its efforts with the Southwell Community Archaeology Group and we recently
held a meeting with the planning officer in charge of the application to articulate the reasoning behind our
objections. We were very concerned to be told that the building which is proposed to be built over the site of
the Roman bath house and within the Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) has already received planning
permission from the scheme put forward by the Minster School. The Society has also made a request to the
Commission for Architecture and the Built Environment (CABE) to carry out an independent design review.
Consideration is also being given to asking the Secretary of State for the Environment to call in the scheme.
The Society's detailed objection is posted on the web-site. We understand a revised layout is being submitted by the developers and therefore there will be an other chance to object. It is expected the application will
go before the planning committee in December.
We would encourage everyone who wishes to object to the scheme to write individually,
Mike Struggles

Planning Report
Our Planning Committee has considered many and varied applications over the past year. Here are just a few.
Once again, Plarts Orchard, the burned out bungalow on
Church Street features in our report. In 2007 permission was
granted, for two houses on the site. The developers then decided noj to go ahead but to appeal against a former refusal for
three houses. The Inspector considered whether the size and
massing of the three house development scheme would fail to
preserve the character or appearance of the Conservation Area.
His conclusion was that the three houses would enhance the
appearance of the Conservation Area when compared to the existing ruinous state of the bungalow and garden. The Inspector
also said that the development should not begin until a scheme
of archaeological mitigation had been submitted and approved
by the District Council. We had not objected to the building of
the three houses but had pointed out that the houses were near
the site of Southwell's Roman Villa.
There was an application for Gascoines' old saleroom on Market Place to be converted to a restaurant. Part of the premises
include Southwell's old theatre in Queen Street which had been
visited by George Bernard Shaw and where travelling players
had performed. We were worried about the impact of the proposals on the old theatre and on the existing historic buildings.
But after a site visit we were satisfied that existing features including the theatre stage would be retained.
There is a large and imposing, new care home for the elderly on
George Bernard Shaw outside the Theatre 1930
Upton Road on the opposite side of the road from The Workhouse. When this was first built, it was as an office block - for At Clyde House, 23 Westgate, it was proposed to improve the
business use. It was only later there was a change of use for courtyard to the front of the house by erecting boundary railings
the building to become an assisted care home.
and re-landscaping the area The rendered surfaces of the
house were to be replaced with the more suitable lime mixed
A change of use was proposed for the newly erected building on
rendering. We were pleased to be able to support these imthe Market Place, in King Street. The original use of this building was for a hairdressers, office and store. The developer de- provements.
cided to change the use to a hot food takeaway and restaurant. An application has been submitted to demolish an existing
We opposed this application saying there could be litter, and empty and derelict house in Bishop's Drive and to construct a
fumes, and also noise and disturbance to neighbours and to replacement dwelling in its place. This house, Orchard End, is
residents in King's Court. This application was withdrawn.
near the War Memorial Arch. We have no objections to the replacement building.
The application was refused for a house, stables and parking for
an equestrian centre on a piece of land opposite Normanton The Premier Mushroom Co., Crew Lane, applied to erect 12
Hall on Normanton Road We opposed this application. This polytunnels for mushroom growing. This application was refield is classified as a Mature Landscape Area within the coun- fused by the District Council. This matter has gone to Appeal
tryside. If a house was built here as part of the application a and we are awaiting the outcome of this Appeal.
precedent could be set for more housing to be built on that side
of Normanton Road. An Appeal was lodged against this refusal Along Hopkiln Lane, there is a strip of land between the new
and we await the outcome. Over the years a number of different housing estate and the lane itself. When the houses on the
applications have been refused for this land including using it as site were built it was decided that a strip of land with its vegetaa gypsy caravan site.
tion would be kept between the boundaries of the houses and
the lane to help preserve the rural character. An application for
Two new houses were the subject of a planning application for 9 Dudley Road, which backs onto Hopkiln Lane, proposed takthe garden of The Ridge, Kirklinglon Road. We objected to this ing in the narrow strip of land which bordered that property.
application suggesting that the Highways Authority be consulted We strongly objected because, if allowed, this application could
regarding highway issues and safety. This application was re- encourage other householders to also annex this "buffer zone"
fused by the District Council.
to the detriment and harm of this area. Unfortunately, this application was approved by the District Council
Mills Newsagents applied for permission to fit a satellite dish to
Betty M Arundel
the front of their shop in Market Place. This dish was to transmit
lottery ticket information to the shop. We objected to the dish
being placed on this important Listed Building in the Conserva- Society offer £5.000 to buy site.
tion Area. If allowed it could set a precedent for other dishes to
be placed on buildings in the town centre. This application was The committee has offered an unprecendated £5000
refused by the District Council.
towards a fund set up to buy the Minster School
It was proposed that the Old Vicarage in Westgate, the former
nursing home, should have a change of use from residential to
guest house. The proposal was that there should be four family
bedrooms with five guest rooms. There would be no changes to
the exterior of the building. We supported this application.

Church Street Site from the developer in order to
prevent any building whatsoever. If this becomes a realistic venture then we have said we would be prepared to raise even more money.

THE CIVIC SOCIETY PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORD OF SOUTHWELL 2008
At the beginning of this year, the Society decided to create a photographic record of Southwell as it is now, to put with
its older records stretching back 80 or so years. Unlike previous records, which are not comprehensive, it was decided
to capture an image of every road in the town, something that had not been attempted before. I volunteered to do the
photography with my friend Peter Nuttall. as he has a rather splendid digital SLR camera, and I was yet to go digital.
From Spring to now, we have taken around 220 pictures on six 'expeditions'. Peter lives in Mansfield so we had to organise each expedition shoot. The set of 220 pictures covers the whole town but I am not happy with about 30-40% of
them. On each expedition, we took a picture even when the light was not suitable. Other images are cropped or spoilt
in other ways. But at least we do have a comprehensive set of images.
T have now acquired a digital camera so that T can nip off and take pictures when I have a free hour and the light conditions are right. If the Civic Society members agree, the project will remain as a work in progress until we have good
images of all the town. — Eric Ritchie.
-t

Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment
What is a Strategic Housing Land Availability
Assessment (SHLAA)?
This is a Government initiative to identify possible budding sites
in order to assess if there is enough building land likely to come
forward to meet projected demographic trends.
NSDC's Official web sites says:"The purpose of the SHLAA is to identify and assess sites within
Newark and Sherwood District, which may have the potential to
accommodate new housing development This will need to determine if potential housing sites are suitable, available and deliverable. The SHLAA, will provide evidence for the Local Development Framework (LDF). and will replace Urban Capacity Studies."

What is the Request for Sites?
An important aim of the SHLAA study is to provide up-to-date information on the potential sources of locations for new housing.
The Council want to ensure that landowners, developers etc or
indeed any person/organisation has an opportunity to contact
them to enable the SHLAA to take account of all potential
sources for new housing development. With this in mind the
Council invited anyone who owns or knows of land or sites that
might be suitable and available for new housing development in
this District, to submit details of these to them through a request
for sites. This stage of the SHLAA concluded on Friday 9th May

A larger copy of the map showing the local sites has been
posted on the notice board alongside the "Rodney"
This does not mean that the sites will receive planning permission. What it has done is open up a can of worms raising
the expectations of landowners and the concern of the public.
We await further developments.

SOCIAL EVENTS for 2008
We have had an ambitious year of talks and outings all well supported by members. The year was opened by Canon Michael
Austin in a thought-provoking talk entitled "Cheats. Cheers and
Challenges.
The next month followed with a talk by Wing Commander Derek
Whitman on the History of Aviation in Nottinghamshire.
We were fortunate to be able to arrange a coach visit to RAF
Cranwell. a wonderful listed building which proved to be quite
fascinating, thanks to the first class guide we had. We then went
on to the East Kirkby Aviation museum.
Members relax in the physic garden at the Wesley's house in Epworth

Photographic Archive
The archive is still very under used. Perhaps the web site has
proved to be our main source of enquiry. Although we advertise
die archive locally, I'm wondering if our leaflet, which has almost exhausted the initial print run, is in need of revamping. I
would like some feedback on how we might advertise more effectively in the future.
Over the past year, we have responded to two requests for the
use of archive pictures in the publishing of books. 1 believe this
is one way of spreading the joy of these old and interesting pictures.
A local person, who was looking for old pictures of farming and
Our guide outlines the history of Cranwell College

Our

coach visit to Howden was quite splendid due to the Rector who
spent a considerable amount of time explaining his magnificent
(albeit somewhat mined) church and the similarities to Southwell
Minster in their respective links to Durham and York.
Howden Civic Society then took over and showed us round the
town explaining with well-deserved pride some of that Society's
success with planning authorities. The coach then proceeded to
Epworth where we visited the home of the Wesley family, founders of Methodism.
A visit to the Residence, home of the Dean of Southwell, the Very
Reverend John Grille, was somewhat oversubcribed and we had
to have parties at different times. Nevertheless, it was another
splendid evening.
In spite of gale force winds we had a great garden party in the garden of David and Gienys Herbert's house. We were much appreciative of Glenys's efforts in arranging the catering.
Our final talk to complete this year will be by Nick Wilson, the
chief executive of a firm dealing in the restoration of ancient
buildings and will be, I am sure, most interesting. This will be on
Thursday November 27^ in the Minster Chambers.
Barrv Austen
Keep up to date with the latest planning news and social
events by logging on to our web site:-

www.southwellcivicsocietv.com

ploughing, surprised me, by presenting to the archive a very unusual book, which she thought we would be interested in keeping. This book is a record of visitors, staying overnight, or for
longer periods of time with a Miss Godson, who ran a boarding
house in Southwell at the beginning of the 20111 century. Before
leaving, visitors would write their appreciative comments, in
beautiful copper plate hand writing, praising her care and attention in making their stay comfortable.
Her culinary talents were also much appreciated. The visitors
came from as far afield as South Africa and the USA and ranged
from bishops to army wives visiting their invalided husbands recuperating at Brackenhurt and Burgage Manor during WW1.
Many of the visitors returned year after year because of the
comfort and care she bestowed This book is a wonderful record
of local social history covering the period from 1904 -1918.
We appreciate the gift and her trust that it will be valued.
I would be very interested to hear from an>one knowing of Miss
Godson, or is able to shed more light on this interesting person,
who spent her time providing hospitality to many people. Perhaps, hidden away, there might be other little treasures that
could be shared with the community.
Bar Masters.

